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Finland is part of the Kingdom of Sweden. Constructi-
on of the fortress, named Sveaborg, begins under
Augustin Ehrensvard.

The fortress serves as a base in the war of Sweden and
King Gustav Il against Russia.

The Finnish War. The fortress surrenders to the Russian
army.

Finland becomes part of Russia, with the fortress hou-
sing a Russian garrison for 108 years.

The Crimean War. The Anglo-French fleet bombards
the fortress and damages it badly.

The Viapori Rebellion. A military rebellion at the for-
tress is part of the Russian revolutionary movement.

The Russian Revolution. Finland declares independence
on 6 December.

Finnish Civil War. A prison camp is set up in the for-
tress. The fortress is taken over by the Finnish govern-
ment on 12 May and renamed Suomenlinna.

The Second World War. The fortress serves as a military
base for coastal artillery, anti-aircraft defences and
submarines.

The Finnish garrison leaves the fortress. The Governing
Body of Suomenlinna, operating under the Ministry of
Education, is set up to govern Suomenlinna.

The fortress is accepted onto the UNESCO World
Heritage List as a unique example of the European
military architecture of its time.




Visitor Centre

The Suomenlinna Visitor Centre is located in the middle of the
fortress. The building houses the Tourist Information Point and
Suomenlinna Museum. The Visitor Centre sells books, postcards
and gifts. Guided walking tours start from the Visitor Centre.
Open daily 10 am — 6 pm in summer (2 May — 30 September) and 10.30 am
—4.30 pm in winter (1 October — 30 April).

Tourist Information: tel. +358 (0)9 684 1880, www.suomenlinna.fi

The blue route

You may move around the
fortress on foot. The main
route runs across Suomenlinna
from north to south. All of the main sights are
situated along this route, which is marked with
blue signs and shown on the maps with a blue
line. Information signs along the route tell you
more about the sights and their history.

Move carefully

The fortifications, walls and sandbanks are unfenced structures
that continue for many kilometres. Visitors move about in the
fortress at their own risk, and should do so with caution.

Children should not be allowed to walk around unsupervised or
to climb the walls. There is a risk of

falling even in surprisingly benign-

looking places. Vegetation in the

summer and snow in the winter can

conceal the edges of cliffs. Please note

sea traffic when walking on the shores,

as passing vessels may cause danger-

ous currents. The terrain is slippery in

winter.



Guided Walking

TOUTS

A tour of the fortress gives you information on the colourful
past of Suomenlinna. Daily tours are arranged in summer
in three languages. The tour takes you around historical
sites on the Susisaari and Kustaanmiekka islands. This jour-
ney into the past takes about an hour.

Guided tours are arranged by the Ehrensvard Society. They start
at the Visitor Centre. Check the timetables at the Suomenlinna
Tourist Information Point or at www.suomenlinna.fi.

In Summer

Guided walking tours are organised daily in Finnish, Swedish and
English from June to August.

In Winter

Guided tours are organised in English at weekends from Septem-
ber to May.

Reserved tours

Guided tours may be booked throughout the year in several
languages.

For more information contact the Ehrensvard Society, tel. +358
(0)9 684 1850, www.suomenlinnatours.com

Suomenlinna
Experience

At Suomenlinna Museum you can
view the Suomenlinna Experience
widescreen presentation. The show is
available in eight languages: Finnish,
Swedish, English, German, French, Rus-
sian, Japanese and Spanish. The show
is 25 minutes long and runs every 30
minutes during museum opening
hours.




Sights

The Suomenlinna maritime fortress, which is over 260
years old, is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and one of the
most popular sights in Finland. The walls of the fortress
can be seen all over Suomenlinna, but the best way to fully
comprehend the structure of the fortress is through maps,
miniature models and guides.

Suomenlinna Church

Suomenlinna Church was built as a
Russian Orthodox garrison church in
1854. Its exterior was altered at the
beginning of Finnish rule and it was
converted into an Evangelical-Lutheran
church. The church steeple doubles as
a lighthouse for air and sea traffic.

Courtyard

The Courtyard, designed by the found-
er of the fortress Augustin Ehrensvard,
has served as the main square of the
fortress since the 1760s. It was badly
damaged in bombardments during
the Crimean War in 1855, but is still an
impressive sight. The tomb of Augustin
Ehrensvard and the Ehrensvard Mu-
seum are in the courtyard.

Dry Dock

Suomenlinna Dock is one of the
world’s oldest dry docks still in use.
The ships of the Swedish Coastal Fleet
were built there in the 1760s under the
supervision of the naval architect

F. H. af Chapman. Nowadays the dock
is used to restore old wooden ships.

Kustaanmiekka

Kustaanmiekka offers you a view of
the original bastion fortress and the
coastal defence line with its sandbank
walls and guns constructed by the Rus-
sians in the end of the 19th century.
The Zander flag bastion provides an
overview of the sea fortress.

King’s Gate

The monumental King’s Gate is the
symbol of Suomenlinna. It was built
between 1753 and 1754 as the en-
trance gateway to the fortress. The
gate was built on the site where the
ship carrying the founder of the for-
tress, King Adolf Frederick of Sweden,
was anchored while he inspected
construction of the fortress in 1752.
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Main attractions
0 Suomenlinna Church

9 The Great Courtyard,
the tomb of Augustin Ehrensvard

9 Dry Dock observation deck
9 The sand banks and guns of Kustaanmiekka
e The King’s Gate
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Museums
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Suomenlinna Museum

The exhibition presents the construction and history of the for-
tress and describes life in Suomenlinna. The widescreen show of
the history is shown every half hour, available in eight languages.
Tel. +358 (0)9 4050 9691, www.nba.fi/en/suomenlinna_museum

Ehrensvird Museum

The museum, located in the official residence of the fortress com-
mandant, showcases the period of Augustin Ehrensvard, the first
commandant of the fortress.

Tel. +358 (0)9 684 1850, www.suomenlinnatours.com

Suomenlinna Toy Museum

The Toy Museum is housed in an old wooden villa on Iso Mus-
tasaari Island. The museum exhibits old toys dating back as far as
the early 19th century. The newest toys date from the 1960s.

Tel. +358 (0)40 500 6607, www.lelumuseo.fi



Open only in summer. Check the opening hours at the
Visitor Centre or www.suomenlinna.fi

Vesikko Submarine

This restored 1930s Finnish submarine gives you a chance to see
the amenities of a submarine crew and the submarine technol-
ogy of that era.

Tel. +358 (0)299 530 260, www. mpkkﬁ/en/museum/exh|b|t|ons/

"H‘—*‘T...-ffr_

Manege

This exhibition space of the Military Museum showcases weap-
onry and Finnish national defence from the time of independ-
ence. There is also a section on Finnish coastal defence.

Tel. +358 (0)299 530 261, www.mpkk.fi/en/museum/exhibitions/

Customs Museum

This museum, housed in a building that served as a prison during
the Swedish and Russian periods, showcases the history of Finn-
ish customs clearance and smuggling in Finland.

Tel. +358 (0)20 492 2774



Restaurants &
Cafes

In the summer cafés and restaurants with their comfort-
able terraces invite you to take a break. Some are also open
in winter, when visitors can warm up with a hot drink or
maybe enjoy a beer from Suomenlinna’s own brewery.

Restaurant Café
Chapman

The atmospheric restaurant is built
into the Traverse Adlerfelt, which
was constructed in 1770. The Café
Chapman is open daily in the sum-
mer season and on weekdays during
the winter season.

Tel. +358 (0)10 841 9195, www.chapman.fi

Suomenlinna Brewery
Restaurant

The high-standard restaurant and
brewery are housed in the vaults of
the Jetty Barracks dating from the
Russian era. A comfortable summer
terrace also serves customers by the
ferry quay. The beers from this brew-
ery are well worth sampling.

Tel. +358 (0)9 228 5030, www.panimo.com

Restaurant Klubi 20

This restaurant has operated in the
same building since 1926 and has

all the ambience of an old military
club. There is also a function room, a
sauna and a fireplace lounge for hire.
Tel. + 358 (0)9 668 273, www.slpy.fi

Café Vanille

This idyllic café is located along the
main route, in a wooden house in
the Russian merchants’ quarter.
The café is famous for its pastries.
The menu also includes soups, spe-
cial coffees and refreshments. Open
daily in summer, but only at week-
ends during the winter months.

Tel. + 358 (0) 40 556 1169,
www.cafevanille.fi

Suomenlinna Kiosk

The kiosk and café at the Jetty
Barracks, close to the main quay,
sells sweet and savoury snacks and
refreshments.

Tel. +358 (0)9 668 095




Open only in summer. Check the opening hours at the
Visitor Centre or www.suomenlinna.fi

Walhalla Restaurant

Located on the southern tip of
Suomenlinna, the Walhalla Res-
taurant was opened in 1952 for
entertaining guests attending the
Helsinki Olympics.

Tel. +358 (0)9 668 552,
www.restaurantwalhalla.fi

Walhalla Gourmet

The Walhalla restaurant is noted

for its gourmet dinners and high-
standard wine cellar. It is wise to

book your table in advance.

Pizzeria Nikolai

Here you can dine on the sunny
summer terrace or inside the laby-
rinthine walls of the fortress. The
most popular item on the menu is
the house pizza with gherkin and
sour cream.

Sun View Terrace & Bar

The Walhalla observation terrace
offering a breathtaking sea view is
housed in the fortification of capo-
niere Boije. Built on several levels,
the terrace seats up to 200 people.

Café Piper

This café, nestling in the oldest Eng-
lish-type garden in Finland, offers
soups, pastries and refreshments.
The rock terrace of the summer café
offers a grand view out to the sea.

Tel. +358 (0)9 668 447,
www.suomenlinnatours.com

Café Bar Valimo

The restaurant and the guest har-
bour offices are housed in a grass-
thatched ammunition foundry.

The menu includes soups and vari-
ous pasta and wok dishes. The route
to the Valimo passes through the
historic dry dock area.

Tel. +358 (0)9 692 6450, www.alimo.org

Toy Museum Café

This cosy café and its terrace are
famous for Russian Commander
Kovanko’s apple pie and custard.
There is a wide selection of teas and
coffees. Passing ships and ferries
may be admired from the terrace.

Tel. +358 (0)40 500 6607,
www.lelumuseo.fi




Art &
Shopping

Jetty Barracks Gallery

The Helsinki Artists’ Association Gal-
lery organises high standard exhibi-
tions of contemporary art.

The gallery also has a small shop.

Tel. +358 (0)9 673 140
Viapori Arts & Crafts
Summer Shop b34

High quality products created by
members of the artisan association
of Suomenlinna.

Tel. +358 (0)50 408 2902

Museum Shop

The shop sells souvenirs, books and
clothing with Suomenlinna-themed
texts and pictures. There are also
toys and souvenirs suitable for
children.

Tel. +358 (0)9 668 154

Visitor Centre

The visitor centre sells books, cards
and gifts.

Tel. +358 (0)9 684 1880

Pot Viapori Ceramic
Studio

Products made by ceramists in
Suomenlinna: dishes, jewellery and
works of art.

Tel. +358 (0)9 668 151

Hytti Glass Studio

Workspace of the glass artists of
Suomenlinna.

Tel. +358 (0)9 668 727 or
+358 (0)50 5354 733

Toy Museum Shop

The small Toy Museum shop sells
genuine Steiff and Hermann teddy
bears, Kathe Kruse dolls and other
souvenirs and postcards.

Tel. +358 (0)40 500 6607

Suomenlinna Kiosk

The kiosk sells souvenirs, postcards
and a normal kiosk selection, and
also doubles as a post office.

Tel. +358 (0)9 668 095




Other services

Housed in an old school building, Hostel Suomenlinna welcomes
guests all year round. There are 40 beds in rooms for 2—3 or 6-10
people. Tel. +358 (0)9 684 7471.

The Marina in Varvilahti bay serves visitors arriving by private
boat during the summer season. The harbour has berths for 40
visiting boats. Sauna and washing facilities for boaters and the
café and function rooms of the Café Bar Valimo were restored
from a former ammunition foundry. Tel. +358 (0)9 692 6450.

Suomenlinna Church is a popular venue for weddings, and many
events and concerts are arranged there annually.

The Gym with its saunas is an excellent location for special theme
days and courses.

The bastion Virtue houses the Tokuyiian tea room, where Japa-
nese tea ceremonies may be arranged by agreement.

Suomenlinna library offers Internet access free of charge.

The 60-seater picnick shelter in Kustaanmiekka is open to every-
body in summer. There is also a grocery store open daily through-
out the year.

Further details of services at: www.suomenlinna.fi

Transport

Suomenlinna is only accessible by water. The crossing takes
approximately 15—20 minutes. The ferry operates through-
out the year, but the waterbus is only available in summer.

Ferry

Ferries depart from the eastern end of Market Square, in front of
the Presidential Palace. The return ferry departs from the main
quay on Iso Mustasaari Island. The ferry is part of the Helsinki city
transport system, and all HSL tickets are valid. Ferry tickets should
be bought in advance from the ticket machine at the departure
quay. You can also buy tickets from the sales kiosk in summer.

HSL Transport Information, Tel. +358 (0)100 111, www.hsl.fi

JT-Line waterbus

Waterbuses operate from the cruise quay at Market Square. The
return waterbus leaves from the Visitor Centre quay and also
stops at King’s Gate. Tickets may be purchased from the kiosk at
Market Square or onboard the waterbus. HSL tickets are not valid.
JT-Line waterbus, tel. +358 (0)9 534 806, www.jt-line.fi
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